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AUSTRALIA EXPLORES TARIFF EXTENSION: The Anti-Dumping Commission has started an inquiry into a 
possible extension of dumping and subsidy tariffs on silicon metal from China. The tariffs of up to 58% 
have applied since 2015 and are to expire in 2020. Australian producer Simcoa has sought an extension. 
 
RCEP MINISTERS TALK OF URGENCY: Trade Ministers from the RCEP (ASEAN + 6) met in Bangkok during 
the week and agreed to give their negotiators a mandate to bring negotiations to an end. They said the 
current global economic outlook added to the urgency and imperative of concluding the RCEP trade deal. 
 
VIETNAM HOSTS CRITICAL TRADE TALKS: Meanwhile, negotiators for the RCEP (ASEAN + 6) mega trade 
agreement meet in Danang next week for a 28th negotiating round. The talks are seen as critical as the 
participating economies seek to iron out key differences ahead of a year-end deadline. 
 
AMBASSADOR BACKS TRADE AGREEMENT: Australia’s Ambassador to Indonesia, Gary Quinlan, told a 
ratification hearing of Parliament’s Joint Treaties Committee this week that the Australia-Indonesia Trade 
Agreement was an indispensable element in the strategic partnership between the two economies. 
 
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY LEADER JAILED: A former leader of the Australian Garlic Industry Association was 
jailed for 11 months this week for illegally importing garlic bulbs without the necessary quarantine 
permits. Agriculture Minister McKenzie said Letetia Ware had put the horticulture industry at serious risk. 
 
TAIWAN TARGETS INDIAN TARIFFS: Taiwan has started dispute action at the WTO claiming tariffs charged 
by India on 11 categories of IT products are higher than India’s bound duty rates for the goods. A WTO 
Panel may rule on the issue if talks between Taiwan and India are unable to resolve the dispute in 60 days. 
 
AUSTRALIA SEEKS TO ENHANCE EXPORT LAWS: Australia is seeking comment on a new Export Control Bill 
which aims to streamline export requirements for key farm goods. Agriculture exports are currently 
regulated by 20 Acts and 40 pieces of delegated legislation. An earlier Bill lapsed at the 2019 election. 
 
THE THAI TOBACCO SAGA CONTINUES: Thailand has continued its tobacco dispute with the Philippines 
by filing a new appeal on a report by a WTO Compliance Panel. The tobacco dispute relates to the customs 
treatment of shipments in 2002 and 2003 and has been before various WTO dispute forums for 11 years. 
 
JAPAN CALLS FOR TARIFF REMOVAL: Japan has called on Korea to promptly remove anti-dumping duties 
on pneumatic values following a WTO Appellate ruling the imposition  of the duties was inconsistent with 
global rules. Meanwhile, Korea plans to refer Japan to the WTO over export controls on key IT materials. 
 
US RULES AGAINST CHINESE TILE SUBSIDIES: The US Commerce Department ruled this week that ceramic 
tiles imported from China had received illegal subsidies. It has imposed preliminary anti-subsidy tariffs of 
up to 222 per cent requiring deposits from importers. A final ruling is due in January 2020. 
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